Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 10th November 2025
at 7.00 p.m. in the Trinity Methodist Church
Present: Cllrs. M. Cherrett (Chairman), N. Hill , Mrs. K. Iveson, Mrs. J. Sadler and J. Taylor. 
     Two prospective new Councillors were present, Mrs. K. Lee-Hall and Mrs. F. Smith.
747 Interests
	No interests were declared.

748 Minutes 
The Minutes of the last regular Meeting, held on Monday, 13th October 2025, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed, and signed as a true record.
749 Matters Arising
a. Fly Tipping
The Chaiman reported that there seemed to be a bit more of a problem recently although much had been cleared away.
b. Preston Park problems
Cllr. Taylor reported that the problems continued as before.
c. Durham Lane development
Cllr. Taylor reported that he hoped to receive confirmation of the promises of tree screening in the near future.
d. Laburnum Road lighting
Cllr. Taylor reported that he has electrical specialists coming to check the malfunctioning lights.
e. Victoria Park and Railway Anniversary
The Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to the four main benefactors involved in the upgrade to the park and war memorial.  Cllr. |Taylor suggested he should obtain a price for pressure washing the footpath that once the brass plaque was installed.
f. Meeting with Egglescliffe PC
The Clerk agreed to approach Egglescliffe PC again about a meeting to discuss funding ratios.
g. Allotment Car Park
The Clerk was asked to write to Stockton BC about the delays in planning permission for the planned car parking.
h. Drainage from garage
The Clerk reported that he had received no response so far from Stockton BC.
i. Remembrance Day
The Chairman reported on a good attendance at the Remembrance Day service at the war memorial.
Cllr. Taylor reported about investigations into the correct number of names commemorated on the war memorial.
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750 Accounts
a. The following accounts were approved, and payment authorised: -
	BACS
	P. R. Joiner
	Clerk’s salary & expenses (Sep)
	£ 155.77

	D/D
	Stockton Borough Council
	Cemetery waste bin (Jul-Sep)
	£ 38.00

	BACS
	M. Cherrett
	Newsletter printing
	£ 41.50

	Cheque
	Royal British Legion
	P197oppy Day Appeal
	£ 100.00


751 Pending Matters
a. Poppy Day donation
Members agreed to a donation of £100.00 for the appeal.
b. Budget for Financial Year 2026-2027
Members were pleased to maintain the level of precept at £6250 for the forthcoming year,

752 Cemetery
a. Problem Graves	
Cllr. Taylor reported that he had visited the mentioned graves and said that a considerable amount of filling was required. The Clerk agreed to speak to the grave digger about the matter and Cllr. Taylor suggested that a load of top soil might be a good investment.
b. Maintenance
Cllr. Taylor reported that there was to be one further cut for the grass this year. The team would then perform a monthly tidy of the cemetery over the winter. The Clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks to the organiser of the team

753 Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted as listed. 
b. Members noted that the Clerk would be making a re-enrolment and re-declaration to The Pensions Regulator which involves a negative return as there are no employees requiring enrolment.

754 Any Other Business
a. Oak Road Playing Field
Cllr. Mrs. Sadler agreed to approach the headmaster of the school to enquire as to the possibility of using the playing field on Oak Road for the benefit of the community.
b. Preston Park Museum
Cllr. Taylor noted that he was collecting letters of complaint about the operation of the new museum.
c. Residents’ Only Parking
Cllr. Taylor reported on his attempts with his fellow Borough Councillor to introduce a scheme for the whole parish.  They were planning an initial trial with Elmwood and Pinewood roads to test out the viability of a scheme.
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d. Notice Board
Cllr. Hill commented on the state of the notice board.  The Clerk mentioned that the board remained locked,
e. South Lodge
Cllr. Hill asked about plans for the increasingly dilapidated South Lodge at the park.  Cllr Taylor agreed to make some enquiries.
f.  Museum Lighting
Cllr. Hill commented about the overnight lighting of the new museum.  Members felt that it might be a security measure. 
g. Refreshments
Members received Cllr. Mrs. Sadler’s suggestion that refreshments be provided at meetings with pleasure.
h. Co-Option of Members
Following their experience of the meeting both ladies agreed to be co-opted to the Council. The Clerk agreed to forward the necessary form to them.

Dated this 8th day of December 2025

……………………………………………….
Chairman
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